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Alex (Aleksei) Eurgvel
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To Colonel GSC William E,.Shipp . _
‘Military Attache - . o S e
American Embassy .- 19:June. 1949 sk
_._ .baghdad, Iraq L el
-Déar Qolenel 8hipp, ' S
.\ : Many-thanks for your kind letter which'I receiver-already’in
February. It is not-io By laziness that I'have not. thanked'yoed ear—
¢}ier, I 414 not want to trouble ¥You only with-a- thaknsgiving. I did
“not kmow-what to do, whether to comtact your:friend you haveigiven
“me’ the fiame or not, it is-a-very-delicate question. - -*'- .u¥ -
_Meahwhile I have got s sponsor in USA whs Will- provide’ us‘with work
‘and-acoommodation. I and my elder-son’will have %5 -work: as’general
T workers repairing a resort in West Pulten, K.Y- ~I¥ 18 possible thet
: we shall be sent to Wentorf Emigration Centre goon, when the local
Lo . 7TBritish and IRO authorities will finfl'Us gvod cnough to"Bevelope into
-il “good edtizens of the: Wnited: states. -Goudting with"fhis poksibility,
I could not more wait and so I am writing th-you, +-4" ~7-iT:82
.. What to myself and @y family as humen beings, the best solution
-Tiwould bé to: disappesr:in- the' Stetes as a commoh’ general worker, to
forget the somewhat dangerous past of an ¢fficer who has fought againgi
the Communists, But - I am a!goldier. I-Have got from the Estonian’
State the highest military education one could have in Estonia... The
Estonian people relied on her Army, and thus on me too,.. I was lucky
to escape the terrible fate of my brothers~in-arms, the Estonian:
staff-officers, who with omly a few exeptions were killed or deported
., by the Rugsians... In this position I find that 6.am not allowed .
sluply: to emigrate and thus to disappear froft the-battl:field. I find
myself obliged to do 21l I can, Yo be a8 useful.as ever possible to my"
cauntry and to my folk in their desperate fight: against the Communists,
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I have overthought my former activities and my present posit;i';z so
many times. This activity of mine is in general lines known also to
my former Estonian bosses Colonel R.Msasing and Colonel W.Searsen,
both now in Bweden. I find and feel tihat I could be of uge in this £+
fight, I would not ssy motwithgtending, but just because of all the
contacts and experiences which I have had during WMy Work with differer
nationalities, In any case I would ve of much more walue to the Sta—-
tes as well as to my bomeland, when used by the States in my special
field of activity instead of being used acs & general worker,

There is so much I should like to sflkk qg with you or with your
friend here. But you are to fer and I am not/Bure that I as a DP will
be let to your friend when not specially.recommanded. Therefore,frank
as I am, I ask for your help! Would-youj Higmigg the habits and the
princigleg of work of the yours, advise mé t¥igontact your friend or
not? When the answer is positive, would you then be s0 kind as to
write %o your friend and tell him what you know about me, so he, when
interrested, could fix a time when he would like to se€ and hear ne,
Perhaps you could sent a copy of my first letter to your friend too.
Please, be assured once more, that it is not the wish to get a vetter.
job, why I am writing to you for the second time already. I am not
a snob who dislikes or fears physical work, it is really my sence of
duty that makes me write, .

I should be really very much obliged to you if you would like to
- give me a sincere advice in these matters, would 1t then be positive
’ or negative - it is always better to have the disapointments when

: starting something as to have them later and then in a worser mood.
In case that your friend wiil like to see meg¢ I should be glad
e to get a 3-4 days notice, so I could make me free here, I could be
. informed through a harmless-looking note sent by my friend "Oscar”,
I am not quite sure that m{ correspondence is not under a local
curiosity~control here in Lingen, and therefore I think this little
mm - cantinn will be on right place here, I shell post this letter also
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outside of Lingen. so to avoid this cur:.osit:z-oonvre 1 ;bn't
nind the officlal. eontrol. ; .

fami].{ is well upp Mrs.Kurgvel is still working in Bick-bay

of the local Assembly Centre. OQur elder son entered.fhe- Gepman

' University of Bonn and bae applied for a scholarshipin USA for the

<. icagestbat we will emigrate-and he can Join his sﬁgdies with the
vo»k off;:{idib{ gaur sgonsor in,gest Fntgi. [

P80, s I:baye:been: vexy busy & e, ting - drawéns um-gopym
end tra,uglat,m .41£f erent ﬂocuments for the. :thab;.tgatsr,of this cam%
who like €o e te to- the States, .There ig.a lag of work with this
;, documentation. Qur camp;hss sent. till now st abou amilies to

;ygntorf ‘Epigration -Center.but we. rhave m)t yet learne.d
baying; sterted she. Pass8ge: . s :

1.8m m;&y Itagl fmsing ao wany treubles to you bx nm 1ethers.
;i Bat. as 1.Xsow you, I am gure you do indostand my position and.my un-
selfish will ang’ tﬂgrefore,\perhaps you. will foregiye,. med .

m;;q?v hanks for— your use:ul adnoé yodu}u.ve snd,will
FAST to me . -
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